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Wvednesday, 18th August, 1915.

Questions : Auditinig flerertmectnl Accounts,
Methods of bookkeeping, Avoidance Of
delay

Railway Sleepers acid the Poweilising agree-

nmIwaY Bridge, North Fremnantle .

Government Contractors and the Common-
wealth bank

Export Of cleat
Spring Hill goies, public crushoig.

Bialer s.pply, 51t. Holland. .....
Bil: ad and Laonc Tax, 3R. .

Enemy Conrtracts Annulment. Sic
Gover,, nent Electric Works Act Airiaudinent.

Coin.
Bread Act Acmendmuent, report stage -

Motion: Money BUIS Procedure, Joint standing
Orders, to inquire

Notice of Motion: WVyndhnm Freezing Works
Return: Railway Freight ad Haulig costs,

Goouells-Mldlard........
Adjournment, Special

Tile SPEAKER took the Chair
4.30 pin., and read prayers.

cept so far as the provisions of Section 54
of the Audit Act apply. In practice,
however, any requoest front the Treasnrer
would receive attention.'' My re-

PAGE piles.- 2 , No, as it is considered
that the Audit Act and the Gor-

34 crnnieit Trading Concerns Act eon-
349 for all powers oil the Auditor General
3949

necessary to carry out an efficient and
.349
349
.340
349
350

353
364

350
361

352
364

at.

QU'ESTJONS (2) -AUDITYG DE-
PARTAlE'NTAL ACCOUJNTS.

Iletirods of Bookc-keeping.
Ar. GEORGE asked the Premier: 1,

Does the Auditr General consider that.
it falls within the scope of Iris office as
defined in the Audit Act to indicate the
linces on wih ich departmental 1)ook-keep-
ing should go? 2, if not, is it the inten-
tiomi of the Government to so
amend tile A udit Act as may be
necessary in order to provide anl
.audit of the various enterprises
whlich shall enable (a) accounts to be so
kept that a continuous audit may be pro-
v iled by' the A uditor General; (b,) I hat
it shall lie within thfe scope of the Audi-
( or General's duties to insist upon correct
mnethods of book-kee1 inz , and to assist
eaich department iii its efforts to at lain
that object? 73, Seeing Ilhat thle advent of

he trading concerns throws anl the Audit
Department extra work, varying consid-
cruhily' from routine audit, does hie proe-
pose to have the departmeint re-organised
so as to enable the Auditor General to
meet thle position?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Audi-
tor General replies as follows:-"No, ex-

effectual audit of all departmental ac-
counts, including accounts of traci-
iag concerns. Section 54 of the
Audit Act reads-'' The Auditor
General may in such yearly report
or- in any ' special report which hie may
at any time think fit to make,
recommuend any plans and suggestions
for the better collection and pay-
mient of public moneys and the more
effectually and economically auditing and
examining the public accounts and stores,
and any improvement in the mode of
keeping such accounts, and generally re-
port upon all matters relating to the pub-
lic accounts, public moneys, and stores,
and such plans and suggestions shall be
considered and dealt with hr the Gov-
ernor. A oply of every special report
shall he sent by the Audlitor General to
lie Treasurer before such report is trns-

mitIted to Parliament, to enable thle Trea-
surer to make to Parliament any explan-
ation lie may' thinuk desirable.'' There-
fore in cases where the accounts are not
satlisfactory tile Auditor General ila '
report and( submlit recommendations for
consideration.

- I oidacce, of delay.
-Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: In

view of the Auditor General's report as
to delay in the preparation of accounts
required by- him from the various trading
cfoncerns of the State, does he propose to
take steps to consolidate thre aecounninul
branches of the departments of State
(a) wvit the object of securing a urn-
foint system of book-keeping; (b) to enl-
sure a continuous audit throughout the
financial year; (e) to bring about the
production of audited balance sheets to
be available to members prior to the dis-
cussion of the Annual Estimates?
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'The PREMIER replied: 1, Since his
alppointmlent tlie Under Treasurer has
visited several departments and the prin-
ciipal out-stations of the State, with the
object of consolidating the accountancy
work of the Treasury and bringing about
a uniformity of system of departmental
book-keeping, more particularly iii re-
spect to the paymient of accounts. Rie-
cently the patyment of accounts of several
departments has been transferred to the
Treasury, with practical and beneficial
results. 2, Where departments have to
keep personal and other accounts, in ac-
cordance with the special Statutes
goDverning the oIpcrations of such de-
partments, no alteration-unless the
presenit system is faulty-is con-
teniplated. 3, Uniformity of system
of book-keeping is aimied at where-
ever practicable, but in many of the
trading concerns this is hardly possible
owing to the nature of the transactions
differing considerably. 4, Instructions
were issued iii April last to all depart-
ments, directing the production of p)rofit
and loss accounts and balanice sheets of.
all trading concerns without delay after
the close of I he financial year, in order
that same mnay' be laid before Parliament
al the earliest possible date.

QUESTION-RAILWAY SLEEPERS
AND TH~E POWELLISINO AGRNE-
N% E NT.

Holl. J. D. CONNOLLY asked the
Minister for Works: 1, Has the Govern-
men t's attention been, drawn to the fol-
lowing statement apjpearing in tine W est
Alustralian newvspaper of 4th August,
1915:-"The Sleeper Contracts.-For
Trans-Australian Railway.-Testing the
l'owcllised Karri.-elbourne, August
.- Tbat the Opposition in the Federal

Parliament to the large contracts for
powellised sleepers entered into by Mr.
O'Al1alley when Minister for Home
Affairs was justified has been amply
proved by what has occurred sincee. Tenl-
ders were recently invited by the Home
Affairs Department for a large quantity
of sleepers for use on the trans-Auistra-

lian railwvay, and the offers of private
tenderers for some 63,000 sleepers have
been accepted. It has now been decided
to accept a tender for the balance of
100,000 sleepers from the Western Aus-
tralian Government's mills, but these are
jarrah sleepers, instead of powvellised
karri, as contracted for by Mr. O'Malley.
It is understood to be the intention of
thme railway authorities not to lay down
more poxvellised sleepers until it is ascer-
tained whether the 100,000 polvellised
sleepers which have already been laid
pr-ove to resist satisfactorily, as it was
claimed they would doa, the ravages of
white an s"?i 2, Will this not involve the
State in, a serious financial loss on ac-
count of the agreement made between the
Government and the powellising comn-
pay?3. What is the total amount paid
under the powellitsing agreement to the
l'owellising Company, and the quantity
of timber treated under this process, (a)
from the inception of the agreement to
January, 1915, (b) from 1st January,
1915, to 1st July, 19159 4, In view of
the opinion given by the Federal Attor-
ticy G eneral doubting the validity of
these patent rights, have the Government
taken any action to test the legality of
these assumed patent rights? 2, If not.
why nlot?

The MINISTER rOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, Yes. 2, The Commissioner of
Railways oil filhe 23rd January this year
reported aIs follows :-"Approximlately
220,000 po'vcllised jarrah sleepers were
used in the construction of the Port lied-
land-Marble Bar railway during 1910,
approximately 16,000 jarrah sleepers
treated by various ant-proof conmpounids,
and approximately 2,000 untreated jarrah
sleepers. Where the powellised jarrah
sleepers have been used onl stone embank-
ments at river crossings- they are unbal-
lasted and arc cracking at the ends from
exposure to the sun's rays, but otherwise
they are standing very well and have
proved thoroughly resistant to the attacks
of white ants. The termites in places
have built around the ends of the sleep-
ers, and examination of these has dis-
closed that the ants have tried to pene-
trate the wood, but failed; they have been
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found in the adjacent ballast, but not in
the sleepers. The same cannot be said of
the other treated sleepers, which are being
attacked by ants to a more or less ex-
tent, and a number of these have had to
be renewed, being very badly eaten by
the termites. Comparison cannot wvell be
made between the powellised and the un-
treated jarrali sleejpers (i.e., on a stone
embankment with sand ballast) where the
ants are not at all troublesome, whereas
the former are laid through wvhat is
known to be an active region of the ant,
and this has been fully borne out by the
manner in wvhich the sleepers treated by
other compounds have been ravaged.
(Sgd.) John T. Short, Commissioner of
Railways." This report from an officer
of such standing and ability should out-
weigh the opinion of Ihose who have not
had the experience and have not seen the
good results obtained by powvellising. 3,
(a) Timber powellised from the incep-
tion of the agreement to the lst January,
1915: 15,467,083 super. feet; royalty
paid, £10,614 3s. lid.; (b) 9,14S,148
super feet, £4,778 Its. 10d. i, No. 5, In
viewv of the very great doubt of the sue-
eessfuli issue of such a case.

QUESTION-RAILWAY BRIDGE,
NORTH FREMANTLE.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a fact that about two years ago the
North Fremantle railway bridge was re-
ported as being unsafe for traffic? 2,
WVere the Government informed that the
railwayv engineers refused to be held re-
sponsible for the safety of the bridg-e
uinder the existing conditionsl 3, 'What
steps were taken to deal with the condi-
tions referred to? 4, Do the Govern-
ment propose to deal with the matter of
making the bridge safe for traffic, and
when? 5, If not, why not9

The PREMIER replied: 1. No. 2,
No. 3, 4, and 5, Answered by 1 and 2.

QUESTION - GOVERNMINENT CON-
TRACTORS AND THE COMMION-
WEALTH BANK.

Mr. SMITH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it compulsory for Govern-

went contractors to bank at the Common-
wealth Bank; 2, If so, why does the
Government thus restrict competition
a niongst tenderers?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied : 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION-EXPORT OF MEAT.
Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,

What numbers of cattle and sheep were
shipped to the Eastern States during last
July for slaughter? 2, What quantities
of frozen beef, mutton, and pork were
shipped during July to the Eastern
States! 3. If the export of meat is found
to he considerable, will he prohibit fur-
ther shipments until our own people are
supplied at reasonable prices?

The PREMIIER replied: 1, Cattle 30,
value £:450: sheep 1.048, value £1,467.
2, Frozen beef 213,Sl7lbs., value L4,272;
frozen mutton, nil; frozen Jpork, nil. 3,
The export of meat to the Eastern States
so far has not been considerable. The
question, however, is receiving attention.

QUESTION-SPRING HILL MINE,
PUBLIC CRUSHING.

Mr. HUDSON asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is the owner of the battery
on the Spring H-ill mine at Parker's
Range complying with the terms of an
agreemient with the Mines Department to
crush for the public? 2, If not (a) will
lie enforce such agreement, or (b) make
some other provision for crushing ore for
the prospectors in order to develop the
industry in that district?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plicd: 1, No. The company owning the
battery is being wound up by order of
the court, and operations at the mine and
battery are temporarily suspended. 2,
(a) Yes; as soon as practicable. (b) If
any other company or person is willing
to crush for the public at approved rates
a subsidy will be given by the Depart-
ment of 'Mines.

QUESTION-'WATER, SUPPLY, MT.
HOLLAND.

Mr. HUDSON asked the M3inister for
Water Supply: What provision if any
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is being made by the Water Supply De-
pnrtmlent to obtain a sufficient water
supply at the new gold find near MNt.
Hlolland, in order to assist in the further
prospecting- and development of the dis-
trict?

'file 2IINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLY replied: Near the new find and
along the track thereto there is sufficient
w~a~ter without lain for present require-
ments. As development proceeds the mait-
ter of water supply will receive atten-
tion, and arrangements have been made
for anl eng-ineer of the department to in-
spect the locality immediately and report
upon the best means of meeting future
requirements, and oil receipt of his re-
port further action will be taken.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX.
Head a third lime and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

BILL-ENEMY CONTRACT ANNUL-
MENT.

Third Reading.

Tine ATTORNEY GENERAL (Holl.
T. WalkeL'-lanowna) [4.44] in moving
the thnird reading said: Last night, in
the course of the debate oil thne second
reading,' in answver to questions, I men-
tion ed,' among a list of compan'ies bea-
lieved to be backed by German capital,
thie General Electric Engineering Conm-
panyv and thie Optical and Photo. Sup-
plies Connpanvy. Undoubtedly it has been
rumnoured everywhere in the City that
those two companlies are lhacked by Ger-
man capital. Howvever, I have since made

-a close scrutiny, so far as the proper
sources of information are open to me,
and I find that what I1 told the House
last night in 'respect to these two coin-
panics cannot be borne out. The hon-
ourable and( right thing to do is t~o correct
my statement, and I have taken thie very'
first opportunity of doing so. I there-
Core wish to exclude from the list I gave
last mnuit the names of those two com-
panies. I mov

That the Bill be now read a third
ltle.

MNr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellinigton)
[4.45): 1 would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say that the report of my re-
marks in thle* W est _,ustrohanu this morn-
ing conveyed the impression, inadvert-
entl 'v, I suppose, that I included the Con-
tinental Rubber Company as being one
of I he comni~f es with wvhich Strelitz
Hrotiners' name waqs connected. I re-
ferred, as Ilansard will sihow, to the two
companies just mentioned by the Altor-
ney General. I referred to the Conti-
nnil l Rubber Coni pan' as having their
premises in the basement of Viking
H-ouse. which was a fact.

Quest ion put and( passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

lo ibe Legislative Council.

MIOnN - MONEY BILLS PRO-
CEDURE, JOINT STANDING
ORDERS, TO INQUIRE.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [4.47]
I. inov-

That, in view of the report of the
,select committee appointed last session
to Confer with a committee of the
Legislative Couincil as to the framning
of Joint Standing Orders wilt regard
to the procedure on Money Bills, by
whicht report it appears that the con.-
id tees were ot that ltme unable to

arrive at any satisfactory conclusion, a
select committee be appointed to in-
quire into the best mneans of overcom-
ing the present differences betwueen thne
two Houses in. regard to such Bills,
and that the Legislative Council be re-
quest cr to appoint a simtilar committee
to confer with the commnittee of this
House onf thnis subject.

This subject is so wvell known to members
that there will be no need for me to give
he reasons advanced last session when I

moved in a similar direction. Suffice it to
say that the committee appointed last
.session did very good and useful work,
and I venture to say that if we had had
n. month more time, I believe a conclusion
Would have been arrived at. I hope the
notion wvill be carried, and that the comn-
mitten wvill soon get to wvork so that this
difficulty may be overcome, and when it
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is this bone of contention which has ex-
isted between the two Houses and caused
most inharmonious relations for many
veers. will cease.

Question passed.
Mr. ROBINSO'N (Canning) [4.48]:

Fmove-
That the select committee consist of

the followinig:-Mr. Spea ker, Mr. Ht-
mhan, Mr. Hudson, 31r. Jamnes Gar-
diner, and the mover.

Th jese members comprise the Standing
Orders committee of this House.

Mr. H-UDSON (Yilgarn) [4,49J: 1
would like to p)oint out tlhat we have a
Standing Orders committee to deal with
these matters and the motion will have
the effect of duplicating and miaking a
select comm-ittee of the Standing Orders
committee. I do not know wvhat the
Standing Orders committee have (lone
that this mnotion shouild be passed. How-
ever, it has been carried and the question
before the House is that of the personnel
of the committee. I have not been con-
suited on the question, of forming one 'hf

die select committee, and I have not the
time to act upon it. I am still prepared
to work on the Standing Orders Coin-
mnittee, but not on any' new committee. I
am not objecting to performing the
duties devolving -upon inc as a member of
this House, but I was not consulted as
to whet her I would act on the select corn-
inittee. I am already a member of a select
comimittee, the duties of which will in-
volve a considerable amount of myv time
during the present session.

Mr, ROBINSON (Canning) [4.51]:
Ta view of the lion. member's statement

Imove--
That the select committee consist Of

the folio wing :-M1r. Speaker, Mr. Hot-
man, Mr. McJ~owall, Mr. Jaines Gar-
diner, and the mover.
Question passed.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [4.52]:
m nove-

That thle committee hav.e powcer to
call for persons, papers and records, to
itl on days over wuhich. the House
stands adjourned, an4 to -report on
Wednesday, the Slt September.

Question passed.
Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [4.53]:

I move-
That the resolution be transittled by

Message to the Legislative Council with
a request that a similar comm-iittee be
appointed to confer with& the comimit-
tee appointed by this House.
Quest ion passed.

N\OTICE OF MOTION-FREE ZING
W ORK S, VYINDRAIT.

The Speaker called on the notice of
motion b 'y Mr. Taylor-

That in the opinion of this House,
lte systemn lately adopted by the Goy-
era went of entering into a secret con-
tract, or contracts, which, have not been
advertised in the usual mnanner by lte
Tender Bordn, iq snbmrrsne to t~he

principles of sound Government.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Mlargaret) [4.55]
I address the House with your permis-
sion, 70~r. Speaker, to mnake an explana-
tion. Sinc(e I' gave notice of this motion
tle Mlinister for Works hlas laid on the
Table of the House the papers in con-
nection withi the negotiations for the
Wy'ndhamn 'freezing works. These papers
have been largely sought by members to-
day, and T have been unable to go
throughi them sufficiently in the timne at
my disposal. As the papers constitute
cin important factor in connection with
my' motion I mnight, it I p~roceded with
may motion this afternoon with insuffi-
cient knowledge of what is contained in
the file, do some injustice to somebody.
Holding- that view it is not my intention
to piroceed with the motion this after-
noon.

Mr. MALE (Kimberle 'y) [4.56] : On
a lpoint of order, has thc hion. member's
mnotion ben adjourned, or withdrawn, or
what is; the positionf

Mr, Green : Simplyv that it has not
been moved.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hion, member
has not moved his motion and I cannot
compel himn to do so. Since he has not
moved it, the motion lapses.
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RETURN - R.AILWAY FREIGEPT
AND HAULING COSTS, GOS-
NELLS-MIOLAND.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [4.57]:
Imove-

That a return, be laid -upon the Table
of the Hlouse showing (a) the number
of tons of Collie coal brought from.
stations south of Cosnells to Midland
or passing through Mfidland Junction to
any station beyond Midland (all lines)
during twelve months ended 30th June,
1915; (b) the number-of tons of rail-
way sleepers and timber brought from
stations south of Gosntells to Midland
or passing through Midland Junction
to any station beyond Midland (all
lines) during twelve months ended 301h
June, 1915; (c) the -number of tons of
all other freights brou~ght fromn stations
south of Gosnells to Midland or pass-
ing through Mlidland Junction to any
station beyond Midland (all lines)
durinzg twelve months ended 350th June,
1915; (d) the total cost of hauling the
total tonnage referred to in paragraph,
(a) 20 miles during the said period;
(e) the total cost of hauling the total
tonnage referred to in paragraph (b)
10 miles during the said period; (f)
the total cost of hauling the total ton-
age referred to in paragraph, (c) .10
miles during the said period.

The object of my motion is to gain some
information on the subject.- of the work
of the railways around a triangle, two
sides of which are already constructed.
Members are aware that a line runs
through Gosnells on to East Perth and
Perth, and that a line runs from Perth
through East Perth to Midland Junction,
The distance from Gosnells via East
Perth to Midland Junction by railway is
21 miles, whereas straight across country
skirting the Darling ]Range, the distance
is 12 miles. It is obvious, therefore, that
Collie coal, sleepers, and other heavy
freights coining up the Soufli-Western
line from Bunbury, Collie, and other
Places in that direction and destined for
Midland Junction are hauled over 10
miles more than is necessary. This is
purely a matter of railway economy. In
my motion I am not finding fault, but am

simply asking for information. The in-
formation should enable us to decide
Thether any improvement can be made.

Temotion relates mainly to Collie coal
and sleepers, In the event of a railway
being built, say, from Gosnells or there-
about, to Midland Junction, skirting the
hills,. it would, in addition to shorteiiing
Whe journey, as I have pointed out, open
tip 30,000 or 40,000 acres of land which
is now comparatively speak~ing unim-
proved. This is very fertile land, and
being quite close to the metrolpolitan area
would, if developed, prove a good thing
For the State. At the same time I wish
to say I am not in favour at the moment
of expending any iuoiiey in this direction,
hut the information can very easily and
quickly be supplied by the Railway De-
partment, and it will prove helpfuli when
dealing with the railway policy in the
future.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W\, C. Angwin-North-East Fremantle)
[5.0] : There is no doubt the hon. mem-
ber has a particular object in view and
has expressed that object in his motion.
His one idea, I understand, is to save the
country as far as possible, when funds
are available, from having to run several
long lines of railway when it can, by the
construction of another line, reduce the
mileage considerably. There is no doubt
that this is correct. The matter has been
broughbt before Parliament on several oc-
casions by myself in regard to running
a railway on the south side of the Swan
river to Freniantle, which would greatly
reduce the mnileage of lines to that port
from that side of Mhe river. I am per-
fectly satisfied with the advice of the
Premier when he advised people in Fre-
mantle and other places that it would he
al1most a matter of compulsion that a line
should he constructed to reduce the mile-
age as shown by the hon. member. Funds,
however, are not yet available for this.
The time is not far distant, I hope, when
the line will not only be constructed from
Gosnells9 to Fremantle, but from West
Midland to Burswood and thus on to Fre-
mantle on the south side of the Swan
river. This will be rendered necessary in
order to meet the trade which trends
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towards the port of Fremantle. I hope
the hon. member's idea will soon be rea-
lised, not only for the short distanie
named by him bnt for the greater dis-
tanee I have mentioned.

Mr. Robinson: I did not desire to emi-
barrass the Government by asking for too
mutch.

On motion by the Premier debate ad-
journed.

BILL-CrrrrrOVE RNMIENI' E4[LECTTIC
W"ORKS ACT AMIENDMNENT.

In Coqamittee.
Mr, McDowall in the Chair, the Pre-

mier in chtarge: of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendm-ent of Section 5:
Hon. J. D. CONNQLILY: The munici-

palities concerned, outside Fremantle,
wvish to have some control over the Comn-
missioner when constrncting these electric
works. The term "electric works' covers
everything, in connection -with an electric
station, from the smallest bracket to the
power house. At the present timne lines-
cannot be erected without the consent of
the municipallity concerned. The munici-
palities outside Fremantle have no desire
to harass the Government, bitt they do
claim that they have a riglht to control
their own streets, and they wvisht to be
treated in a reasonable way. If tbe clause
is passed a; printed they will have no
protection whatever except that tite Cent-
missioner may give themn three days' no-
tice, and at tlte expiration of that term
mny proceed to do the work in any form
that his workmen may think fit. I desire
later to move a newv clause which will
read as follows '

Section 7 of the principal Act is
amended by adding to Subsection 2
thereof a paragraph as follows: "If
ain agoreement is not arrived ait between
the Commissioner and the local nit-
thority upon any of the following mat-
ters, namely, the placing of electric
lines uinder, over, or through any land
or the route to be traversed by any
electric line, through or across any
thoroughfare, or other public place, or

the plans of buildings to he constructed
within the district of such local au-
thority, and any such matter in differ-
ence shiall be referred by the Commis-
sioner to tite Resident Magistrate, as
sole arbitrator, and the dectsiont of such
Resident M1agoistrate shall be binding
on all parties, and fia.

This amendment refers only to electric
lines. If the Commissioner or his work-
mnen, intend to put lip certain posts in a
particular street and the Council object,
and no agreement can be come to, they
brine the matter before the resident
magistrate, wvbo says whether the objec-
tion is reasonable or not. It is due to
the local authorities that there should be
this protection. I intend to let this
clailse ,pass aq printed and to move for
the insertion of the now clause I have
mentioned later on.

Mr. B. J. STIUBBS: I movre an
amend mont-

That all the ivords after the word
"raiuthority" in thte fourth line of the
proviso, to the end of the proviso, be
struck ou4t.

I do not think it will inflict any hard-
,itip on the Government if these words
are struck ouit of the proviso. There arc
many local authorities which have estab-
lished electric light wvorks to-day, al-
thoughI they are bordetiag other districts
which have such wvorks. The authorities
in those districts, who have not works of
their owvn, may desire to secure their
lightiing from a neighbouring district. I
contend that they should have that right
if they so desire, and] should also be en-
abled to take it from the Government if
the Government can supply them at a
chleaper rate. The clause as at present
distinctly prevents this.

The Premiier: No, it does not.
Mr. B. J, STUBBS: If the clause is

passed as printed the Government can in-
vade the territory of any locl governing
bodyv which ltas not wvorks established. In
thie Claremont roads board, for instance,
if the Government could invade that ter-
ritory there are some people who would
soon become enstomters of the Govern-
meat, and some who would go to Subiaco
for their electric lighting. If the sup-

0
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pliers are divided in this way it will. not
be to thie interest of the people. Local
authorities who have not established
works should have the same control over
their territory as a body which has its
own works. The striking- out of thiese
words will still leave to the Government
ilue righit to go into any territory to supj-
ply their own needs, or the needs of (lie
Commonwealth Government. If they want
to supply private consumers they should
have to get the consent of the local gov-
erning body. It appears to mne tliat thie
Gwovernment are desirous of crushing out-
side local, authorities.

The Premier: That is absolutely in-
correct.

ML~r. B. J. STUBBS: I contend that
the agreemecnt was made iii the interests
of Perth and .'remantle inunicipI alities,
and that outside bodies are being treated-
nufairl *y. We find that bodies, as far
away as Fremantle is fronm the powver
station, will be able to get their electric
current at a far cheaper rate than can
the local authorities around the city of
Perth-

The Minister for Works: AllI the
bet ter for them.,

Mfr. B. J. STUBBS: At the expense
of the taxpayers of the country. The
local governing bodies outside Perth,
within the five miles radius, are penal-
ised, as well as (lie People in tile State,
for the purpose of suipplying current to
a few favoured bodies.

The PREAIER:, I hope the Commit-
tee will not agree to the amiendmaent.
Some members take ipl rather a peculiar
attitude on some of these proposals, and
particularly upon this mneasure. The lion.
member. if he stands. for anything at all.
stands for freedom in trade andi fair
competition. The works erected in East
Perth arc owned by the people and are
for the benefit of th people. The people
should get the benefit of these more
modern works and should not he pre-
vented from doing so by some action on
the part of some local aut hority. The
general public own the works to be op-
erated uinder this Bill. The Government
are an-xious not to worry about sup~plying
current on a retail basis, but to let that

1)e done by the local autlhorities; and to
this end the Governmuent have offered the
local authorities beneficial terms.

M111 Gritliths: It should be optional
for the local authorities from whom they
rakce current,

The PRE'MIER: I am assured that
there are in North Fromantle certain e-
I ublisliments desirous of obtaining ecir-
rent from the Government. Now, the
municipal council of North Fremani Ic
cannot give authority to anyone to sup-
ply C nrrent within their boundaries, and
tile Fremiantle plant cannot snpply the
current thati is required. Why should an
olistacle lie placed in the way of sup.ply
of' current to those customers from a
motdern plant"~ The cheaper the Govern-
uncunt can supply current, the better. in
I le old country the establishument of up-
tn-date electric works is promoting the
establishmnent of other industries. Ad-
jacent to the Government's up-to-date
electric works in East: Perth, steel works
nighlt ho established byv the Federal Gov-
ermnent for the purpiose of supplying
some of (lie means of national defence.
E 'very industry should be given the 01)-
portunity of obtaining current fromu the
Government, and no parochial body
should be allowed to prevent that.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: But you should not
place disabilities on local bodies.

The PREMITER: The Government are
prepared to supply any local body with
checap current.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: But thie Govern-
mncuit cannot suppil)Iy it to Subiaco.

The PRE)IIER: In that ease, let
Suhiaco become a part of Greater Perth.
The Giovernment can supply current any-
where within the metropolitan district on
termIs which will allow t4~ local bodies a
fair profit onl retailing. I hope the Com-
mnittee will allow the Government the
freedom provided by this clause.

Thle MITNISTER FOR WORKS: I
am not sorry the Premier has brought in
North Fremantle, because this clautse, if
carried as printed, will prevent the Oov-
omnmeiit from supplying any current in,
Neil fh IFremnantle.

The Premier: There are no electric
works in North Fremantle.
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The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: Yes.
There are electric instalments in North
Frem antic.

The Premier: But North 14reniantle
has not established electric works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
electric works within the very broad de-
finition of that term. iii the principal Act.
I wish to show the mnember for Subiaco
(Mr. B. . Stubbs) that the effect of sup-
plying current to consumers distant from
(Ile centire of production at a cheaper
rate than to those in the immediate neigh-
bourhood of the power house is not likely
to he a loss) but rather a gain, to tine
State. Fremantle to-day sells current to
North Fremantle and Cottesloe at a frac-
tion over 2d. per unit. At the same time
the Fremantle municipality elarges con-
sumiers in Frenmantle 6d. per unit, If the
North Fremantle and Cottestoe inunici-
palitii were not supplied at a 01"eoper
rate, then the Fremuantle electric works.
instead of making a, profit of £2,000 for
the year 191.3-14, would have made a loss
of about £000. The explanation is that
the generation of the larger supply of
current results in a reduced ratio of ad-
iuistrative charges. If the Government

wrorks at East Perth were to supply only'
Perit and the tramway system, the Perth
mutnicipality -would not obtain current al
%d. per unit. Under the lair as it Stands
the owner of a factory, situated in a
municipality which has no electric works
of its own, wvould not he able to obtain
current fromn another supplier without
first obtainiing- the consent of the local
authority. For that reason the Commis-
sioner of Railways should have power to
supply current to individuals located
where no electric works exist.

The PREMIR: My colleague has
rightly drawn attention to a point which
'night prevent this clause from being ef-
fective. Apparently, under the principal
Act, if a local authority has merely a
meter within its boundaries, the Govern-
ment would be prevented from coming
inl to stlpply cuirrent there. The term
"9electric works" was intended to apply
only where generating stations had been
established. I propose to add words
making this clear, when the amendment

of the member for Subiaco has been de-
feated.

Mr. B. J, STUBBS: I am not satisfied
with the explanations of either the Pre-
mier or the Minister for Works. In reply
to the obserations of the latter, I have
not denied that the electric works estab-
lished, and thie attitude adopted, by the
Government will prove of seone benefit to
thie State. My objection is that certain
municipalities are to receivre favoured
treatment, while a heavy disability is to
be imposed] on others. If the clause is
passed as it sad, the Government
would be able to invade the territory of
North Fremantle, for instance, and the
North Fremoantle council would not be
able to say them nay.

The Minister for Works : That is not
so.

Mr. B3. J. STUBBS: That is the
opinion of the Premier, at alt events, If
it wvas optionial with the North Fremantle
comicil froni whom they' took current,
they would have the Government and the
Fremantle counucil competing to supply
them. North Fremantle might be able
to obtain a very low quotation from the
Fremantle council if that body could get
tie whole of the lighting of the Freman-
tle district. On the other hand, if the
Government, inl spite of everything, could
conic in as a. competitor and] take a fair
proportion of the trade, the Fremantle
council would he prevented from quoting
cheaply. Undoubtedly, the local govern-
ing bodies should have the option of say-
ing' from whom they -will take current.
They are not likely to accept the dearest
offer. It appears, however, that the Gov-
ernment are trying to kill fair competi-
tion. Suhiaco was the first mnunieipalitv'
iu the mnetroplolitan district to establish a
mun11icipally-owned electric station, and
the resulting benefit to the people of the
whole of Perth was enormous, becauLse
the reduced price in Subiaco compelted the
Perth Gais Company to lower their charges.
Local authorities within five miles of the
city'% of Perth cannot obtain supplies
from the Government, but are compelled
to purchase fromn the Perth City Council.
who punrchase from the Government at
a cost which is not to exceed 3/d. per unit.
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They are in the position that they can
compel the Subiaco Council to keep their
own works on and generate current at
what would be a losing proposition, be-
cause it will be possible to get it cheaper
from this other place, or they can force
the people in the outskirts to pay
inter "est and sinlisag fund on the
enormous amount of money they have
wasted in the purchase of an obsolete
plant. If the Government will accept my
amendment it will not prevent them from
selling to the local authorities. No local
governing body would prevent theta sell-
ing there if they could sell cheaper than
any other source of supply which might
be in existence, and the amendment I
have moved will bring that about.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
says that all he desires is that thle local
authorities shall have freedom of sale.
That is the vcry reason, and the only
reason, 'for allowing the words in ques-
tion to remain in the clause. The North
Freman tie Municipal Council recently
told the Commissioner that they were
willing to take current, but subsequently
they withdrew that notification because
the Fremantle Council said to them that,
if they gave their consent, a clause would
he put in the agreement fining thema a
pound a day.

Mlr. B. J. Stubbs: This amendment will
not affect that.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
wants the local authority in each district
to have its own will as to how the people
within its boundaries shall obtain cur-
rent. The words in question must remain
in the clause to permit the North ]Jrenman-
tic Council to allow the people in accord-
ance with their own desires to obtain
current from us. They entered into ain
agreement to allow the Fremantle powxer
station to supply current within their
houndary exclusively before it was ever
thought that we were going to erect
a power station at East Perth on modern
lines. Why should we now permit of
unfair competition because of an agree-
mjent which was entered into at a timue
when those who now desire to get out of
it could not see what was going to hap-
pea9 There is also the Cottesloc district.

They obtain current from Fremantle and
they are paying 2d. or 2S/d. a unit for
it at Fremantle, and, as the loss in trans-
mission is heavy, the result is that they
are paying 21/2 or 3d. a unit. We can
take it down there and allow the Fre-
mantle council to arrange with the Cot-
tesloc people to purchase it retail at
about 11 d., and Fremntle can make
more profit than they are making to-day,
while Cottesloe will reap the advantage.
In regard to North Fremantle, wve can get
(lie consent of the council, but we cannot
act onl it, Hon. members must recog-nise
that, as science progresses, we must take
advantage of it. We are establishing
electric power works costing a large sum
of money, and it would be absurd on the
part of the Government, were some other
miethod of supplying current discovered
to-miorrow which would mean a huge sav-
ing we did not scrap our existing plant,
but allowed someone else to come in
and reap thre advantage from the new
system. We must always take advantage
of everything that is modern.

Mr. Gilebrist: Did the North Freinan-
tUe COUilil give Fremantle the concession
for a number of yearsq?

The PREMIER: They did.
Mr. Gilehrist: Then how can you break

it9
The PREMIER: I am prepared to ac-

cept tile advice of the Solicitor General
before that of the members for Fremntle
and East F remoutle. All we are desirous
of doing is that where a local authority
withholds its consent unreasonably, we
should be able to take current to the dis-
trict aid supply the peolple there.

Mr. Gilchrist: Has Fremantle invested
a certain amount of capital in view of
tile fact that they got a concession from
North Fremantle 7

The PREMIER: WeT are desirous of
getting a cable down there for supl)Pying
our requirements.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Would it pay Fremnan-
tie to scrap their plant?

The PREMIER: It would.
M1r, Carpenter:, They do not think so.
MAr. Willmott:. How many years has

the concession to run?
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The PREMIER: Four years. Why
should a local authority be permitted to
take up an unreasonable attitude to pre-
vent the people from obtaining the bene-
fit of cheaper electricity simply because
it has a plant in its own district?

Mr. Allen: They must see their agree-
merit throug-h.

The PREMIER.: Our proposal was to
make an agreement with them for DO
vears.

Mr. Allen: But they cannot break their
agreement.

The PREMIER: North Fremnantle and
Cottesloe cannot break it, and just becauSu!
they cannot do that they are to be coal-
pelled to pay more than is necessary for
their current. This Bill would never have
come dowvn if the Fremantle authorities
had agreed to accept current from us in
bulk. Why also should the Government
who owni an electric plant be prevented
from supplying their own requirements?
Was there ever anything so absurdI

Mr. Gilchrist: If the Fremantle works
were p~rivately owned, you would not
have brought down a Bill to do awa~y
with the concession they have from the
North Fremiantle council.

The PREIMIER: The Bill does not do
that. WTe have to get tile consent of the
local authority' before we canl even put a
cable throughi the district. As I have al-
ready pointed out, Claremont can with-
hold its consent to the taking of a cable
through its territory and beyond it. That
is an unreasonable restriction placed
upon ourselves and the public.

Mr. Allen: You do not desire to comle
into competition with Claremont and Cot-
tesloe?

The PREMIER: Certainly not.' We
are p~repared to enter into an arrange-
went with the Claremont council to suo-
ply them in bulk at practically cost.

Mr. Allen : But they cannot enter into
any new agreement until their existilie
azreement runs out.

The PREMIER: No. The same ap-
plies to the Harbour Trust. We cannot
and do not propose to supply the Har-
bour Trust until their existing- agreement
runs out. Bilt we want to supply in
large quantities to the naval base, and

to do that we must take the cables down
there.

Ron. J. D. Connolly: Did not the Mini-
ister for Works say that the naval base
would ict take the current?

The PREMIER: I do not think that is
correct. I think we will be supplying
the naval base with electricity within six
months if we canl take the cable down
there. That is why I want the Bill
passed. 1 cannot understand the atti-
tude of somue hlln members, who seem to
imagine that the Government are rob-
hers trying to take people down. Here
we are subject to these vexing restric-
tions, notwithstanding that Parliament
could take awvay all the powers of those
local authorities to-morrow.

Mr. Allen : The people would not stand
it.

Mr. Carpenter: You must show some
sort of consideration for the local au-
thorities.

The PREMIER: Could anly mnore eon-
sideration be shown than is manifest
in that proposition wye made to Fre-
nmntle I Absolutely no.

'Mr. Belton: 'The people of Fremantle
would accept it if they had an oppor-
tunlity.

The PREIi.ER: The fact is they have
a little generating station in Fremantle,
and because of that they want to gene-
rate their own electricity. The price we
Submitted to Fremantle is lower than
that at which they enll generate their
current. Our works have been estab-
lishied on behalf of the people, bitt we
now find ourselves hedged in with all
sorts of restrictions. When local author-
ities act unreasonably it is only right
that wve should be given some authority
by Parliament to curtail their powers.

Mr. ROBINSON: -If the discussion
we have listened to could have been
heard by' members of the Fremantle
council, probably a different attitude
would be adopted by that body. I can-
not help thinking that this subject is not
properly understood down there. There
is a wide-spread feeling in Fremantle
that the Government intend to rob them
of something. It seems to me that noth-
ing of the kind is intended and that if
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a cross-table conversation could be held
between the Premier and the members
of the Fremantle council, an amicable
arr-angement would be arrived at.

The Minister for Works: I am doubt-
ful of it.

Afr. ROBINSON: Regarding the po-
sition of Cottesloe and Norih Fremantle,
both those local authorities are taking
their current from Fremantle under an
agreement. Neither of them has a sta-
tion coming within the meaning of the
proviso. That is to say, the Govern-
ment could run their lines into Gottes-
loe and North Fremantle for the supply
of their own works there, but both Cot-
tesloe and North Fremantle are pre-
vented by their respective agreements
fromn dealing with thle Government for
four years to come.

The Premier: No. Under their pre-
sent agreements they are not able to
give consent to our putting wires
through their territory.

Mir. ROBINSON: Well, suppose they'%
lhed power to do thiat, they could not
take torrent from thle Government in
view of the agreements they have en-
tered into, even if that clause were not
there, because they are bound by their
agreemuents to Fremantle. Bat, at the
expirv of their agreements, those muni-
cipalities will 1)0 at libert y to secure
their current wherever it suits them. I
cannot see anything in the clause which
wvill do an injury to any of those muni-
cipalities. It appears to me the Coy-
ernmeht are taking an action on be-
half of the whole people, for the good
of the lpeople. I want to ask thle Pre-
mier for some information. The local
authorities on the north side of Perth
are within the agreement entered into
originally with the gas company, and
taken over by the cit 'y council, and are
therefore within what is known as the
five-mile radius, where the city council
exercises sole rights. I presume those
authorities to the north will still be
bound to take their current from the
city council I

The Premier:, Yes,

Mr. ROBINSON: It would not be pos-
sible for them to take current fromn the
Governuient, as they are within thie
sphere of influence of the city council.

Air. B. J. Stubbs: In other words, at
the mercy of the city council.

Mr. ROBINSON: I[ understand that
the city council is getting the current
delivered to it at a particular rate
and that when the concil distributes
tile current it has to take into account
overhead a nd d istrihuti ng charges, that
som1e Ou itside mains and thle maintenanca
and cost thereof fall on the city counc.il,
together with the interest and sinking
flund relating thereto, and to its own]
undertaking, and that it Passes this onl
at cost price. As a member of the Perth
Roads Board 1 attended a conference
with the city council twvo or three
years ago, at which we received
a, promise from the miayor o
Perth that the northern sulburbs
should not be, as the member for
Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs) suggests,
at thle mnercy of the council, but that the
council would pass the current on to us
at cost price. I merely wish to showv
the attitude of the city council in this
respect. I know that body is ag-reeable
to supply thle current at cost price.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Will they includie
in the cost price time interest end sinking
fund on obsolete works'?

Mr. ROBINSON: Presunialy 'vYes,
but even whien all that is accounted for,
I understand the cost price wvill be some-
where in the neighbourhood of twepeuce.
or about one-third of the price now be-
ing paid in the northern suburbs. 11ev-
ing all this in view, I. think the proviso
iu thle clause is reasonable and proper.

Mr. CARPENTER: It is some relief
to my mind to find there is a rift in the
Ministerial lute in respect to this clies-
tion.

The Minister for Works: There is
none.

Mr. CARPENTER: I will leave it to
the Premier and the Minister for Works
to settle between themselves,' but if the
Premier has as manch power over the
Minister for Works as he is asking the
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3oiumittee to give him in the Bill, I am
fraid the MAinister for Works will go
own. It is evident that the miember for
Sonning- (Mr. Robinson), and I suppose
ome others, have been impressed by
chat the Premier stresses so continti-
Ut 'lv, namely, that mnagnani]mous offer
lie (lovcrnment made to the Fremantle
I'ramwax-s Board. The Premier hasg per-
ktt' that the Government offered
)metlning- almost a gift, and that the
Ireianitle counicil, in a1 Parochial spirit,
'olfld not consider it. When speaking-
ni thle seond reading, I referred to the
wct that the Fremantle council, pre-
imably acting in the interests of its
.itepayers, consideredl the Govern-
ient's offer, and upon consideration
Eitted that they could not accept that
Ter.
The Premier: There -was no considera-

on1.
Mr. CARPENTER: The M\inister for

F.orks, by interjection yesterday, as-
necd, and the Premier now reasserts,
iat I lie offer was not considered by the
remantle council. In other -words, that'
icy turned it down without giving- it
onsideratiun. That is a very serious
flection to make ipon at public, bodyv.
Th e Afinister for W1orks: Not when

M know them.
Mr. CARPENTER: If it be true that
e Fremantle council turned down this
Oositionl without full consideration. I
ii as ready a s. anybody, else to blame
emi, bitt I caninot conceive of any rea-
n1 why' they' should have adopted that
titude. 13,y an interjection this after-
'on. the member for Avon (Mr. H1arri-
ii) showed that hie had some iniscon-
ptioia of the subject. 'o talk of vested
ferests standing in the way of' seinle-
ing- the Government are trying to do0
beside the mark altogecther. It is a
estion of a representative body actingI
t for personal gain or fromi any per-
iial motive. in the interests of the peo-
-who have elected them to that body' .

The Premier: That cannot possibly be
-ret.
)Fr. CARPENTER: It is correct. The
ople of. Fremantle have put £1I50,000
om this plant.

Mr. Allen : That includes the tram-
witvs.

Mr. CARPENTER: Yes.
lon. J. D. Connaolly: They will have

to scrap only the boilers and dynamos.
MVr. CARPENTE1R: The most profit-

able branch of the concern is the lighting.
Mr. Allen : Thle Government do net

propose to iterfere With that.
The Premier: No.
Alr. CARPENTER:, The Fremantle

ant horitie9 say that, having- considered
this schemne-I have seen the offcial re-
piorts of the manager to the board-they
would lose so much by having to scrap
portion of the plant, and that the Govern-
nient liropo$JI ion wouild be unpr-efitabte.
They are entitled to put the position in
this way if they are conivinced, after fuill
consideration, that it is so. In fact, they
would not be doing- a fair thing to thosePzvrprsn if they dlid olherwi~se. If

iti tU, sthe Peirad'nstrfor
Works state. that they have not given it
full consideration, I am prepared, if the
Premnier will slay his liand for thie tinie
being, to approach them for an assurance,
hacked up li 'v evidence, lint it was fuilly
eonsidered, or an admission that they
,acted parochially% and were actuated by
prejudice or a desire to preserve their
scheme against that of the Governmnent.

Mr. S5. Stubbs: They are sure to ac-
kinowledge thiat!

MA~r. CAR3PENTER: I bare only the
interests; if the Fremnantle people to
serve.

Yr. Bolton : They have not had a voice.
'Mr. CARPENTER: Tf they are given

ain opportunlity to soy" wether-
The CHAIRMAN: Order! Is this a

second readingr speeh-?
Mr. CARPENT7h?: I hope not; I am

s-imply: following the line taken by the
Premier, If the clause is passed in its
present form it will pu into the bands
of the G-ovcrhrnent a bludgeon to coerce
the Fremantle couincil to do something,
which at present they cannot see their
wvav ecar to do. Is it fair that both pub-
lie bodlies should receive equal considera-
tion, and if the Premier is convinced that
the matter has not been fully considered
be should hold his hand, and I will make
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it my business to see that thle council have
a special meeting and that anything
which can be done to throw further light
on the matter is done. Then. if thle Com-
mittee are convinced that the matter has
not been fully considered, I shall not say
another word against the passing of the
clause. But I object to the Government
getting authority to electrocute thle rate.
payers of Freniantle -and cause them
monetan' loss because the Government
have a scheme which they think wilt not
be profitable unless they can obtain some
of the business now being done by the
Fremnantle board.

The IlIINISTI1 FOR WORKS: I
am willing to accept the clause and to
assure the lion. member that if there is
any rift withbin the lute I am not con-
cerned in it. I have no desire to make
allegations algainst (lie Fremantle council,
but will state this fact. There was a con-
ference of thle Tramway Board, East Fre-
mantle council, and (lie Fremantle coun-
(it, and before the question was gone into
at all, a Fremantle councillor moved that.
the Government's offer be not enter-
tained.

Mr. Thomson : Before they knew any-
thing ablouit it q

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS: Be-
fore they had received information which
we were prepared to give. They had be-
fore them merely the hypothetical figures
to which reference has been madec. If I
mistake not thea Fremantle council could
scrap their plant and real) a p~rofit of
£365 per ainnual over the cost for which
they call generate current at present.

Xrr. Robinson : In serapp)iug the plant,
they would not lose at all, but could sell
it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Putting the value at its lowest figure they
would probably get £6,000, and beside
that must be remembered the fact that
they would be able to get current at a
cheaper rate. It is necessary to spend
£E12,000 to £E14000 to increase their plain
in order to supply present customers.

Air. Carpenter: That is another matter.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

it is not. I do not think Fremantle will

be affected much, though it is bound to
lose a customer in the Harbour Trust.
If thie Government undertake to supply
current at a cheaper rate and allow Fre-
mantle to make 100 per cent, profit, it is
only fair that the Government should be
able to work their own institutions as
cheaply as possible. Frenmantle has had(
a very good offer and has turned it down.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Country members
.aie agreed tlhat the Claremont and Fre-
mantile councils should not be allowed to
prevent the Government from taking
t heir cables through their municipalities.
Regarding the dispute at Fremantle, the
Government made an offer and the coun-
cil had a perfect right to accept or reject
it. Whether the council discussed the
matter for three minutes or thirty (lays,
thle outcome wvas that they turned down
the offer. The Government now propose
to enter into competition with the Fre-
miantle council.

Mr. Bolton: That is not so.
Mr. Carpenter: It is absolutely so.
Mr. GTLCHRIST: If it is true, as the

member for South Fremantle interjected,
that the people of Fremnantle are not in
accord withI the members of their council
in this matter, they have it in their own
hands to give a direction to the council.
Thle Government have 110 right to assume
the contrary until such action has been
taken by th e ratepayers.

Mr. Bolton: I did not definitelyv say
thcy were not in accord; I snid they had
riot had any say in the matter.

11r. GIUCHEIST: The ratepayers
could, if necessary, take action by way of
deputation, pletition. or public meeting,
but we have no evidence that any such
action has been taken. Frmnl' posi-
ion seems to be (lint the works hiave been

establisied on thle distinct understanding
flint they should have a monopoly of the
supply within their own area. The North
Frenaintle council have had the right to
erect works within their municipality
,amd exercise monopoly wvilthin it, but have
.granted the Fremantle council a conces-
sion, which terminates four years hience,
to supply current within their district and
to have a monopoly of that supply.

360



[18 AUGUST, 1915.]31

Trhe Minister for Works: You are not
quite right. North Fremantle is supplied
in bulk and tins its own works.

Air. GILCHRTST: That does not
matter. North Fremantle had the right
to its own works, but granted this con-
cession to Fremantle. If at Frenmantle
there had been a big private concern and
the North Fremantle council bad given it
an exclusive concession to supply current
to that district until four years hence we
would never have heard of this measure
providing that the Government might
enter the North Fremantle district and
compete with the Fremantle works.

The Premier: This clause does not
provide it now.

Air. Carpenter: The bon. member is
absolutely correct.

Air. GILCHRIST The provision
reads-

Provided also that the Commissioner
shall not sell or supply electricity with-
in the district of a local authority
otherwise than to a Government de-
partment or agency, State or Common-
wealth.

The Premier argued that it was unfair
to the State trading concerns in North
Fremantle to be excluded from the benefit
of cheaper current which the Government
worrks would be able to supply. That
would mean entering into competition
with the Fremantle works, and while the
concession is in operation the Govern-
ment and the North Fremantle council
munst stand honourably to its terms.

The Premier: What has that to do
with the Harbour Trust!

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pt.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I am speaking
Jpurely as an outsider. It seems to me
that the case of the member for Fre-
mantle (Mir. Carpenter) is sounder than
that of the Premier. I desire to see the
Government electric works succeed, and
commend the 1%inistry upon the enter-
prise they have shown in constructing
works at East' Perth. I agree to giving
the Government the right to carry their
'able through a particular municipality

to another, so long as they do not inter-
fere with existing contracts and conces-
sions. The attitude of the Government as
the owners of the new works in East
Perth is merely the attitude of a power-
fat trust taking an unfair advantage of
a weaker rival. The idea of this clause
is to give cheap electricity to the State
Implement Works. I would suggest to
the hon. member for Fremantle that in-
stead of the amendment he proposes, he
should move that the words after "local
authority" in the second line be struck
out, .namely, "otherwise than to a Gov-
ernment department or agency (State or
Commonwealth), without the consent of
such local authority,'' and that the
following wvords be inserted at the
end of the clause,' "and also pro-
vided that no existing concessions or
contracts for the supply of current
be interfered with." I understand
that the contract or concession between
Northi Fremantie and Fremantle states
that there will be no competition in the
supply of current within the North Fre-
mantle municipality.

The Minister for Works: There can-
not be competition under this clause.

Mr. GILCHRIST: The Government
are proposing to carry their cables
through North Fremantle, and supply
the State Implement Works and other
Government concerns within that muni-
cipality with current.

The Minister for Works: Which the
Fremantle people do not supply to-day.

Air. Carpenter: They are supplying
the EHrbour Works and other Govern-
ment undertakings.

Mr. GILCHRIST: Have the Fre-
mantle council at present the right to
supply current within the North Fre-
mantle municipality for another four
years, and is that an exclusive right? I
know that any particular person can
erect his own plant and supply his works
with electricity.

The Premier: Why should not the
Government have that right too?

Mr. GTLCHRIST: The Government
have the right to erect a plant and sup-
ply the Implement Works, hut it is not
right that they should override any con-
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tract made hetween the North Fremantle
an(1 the Fremantle councils, after the
latter council has possibly added to its
plant and its expenditure in connection
with its works.

Mr. WlLLMOTT: I intend to vote
for the clause as printed. Those muni-
cipalities or roads boards which have
made agreements are protected under
common law. We are, therefore, bump-
ing up against something which does not
exist.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passcd.
Clause 4-Amendment to Section 7:
Mfr. WILLMOTT: This is altogether

too arbitrary. To simply post a notice in
what may be considered by the man post-
ing it to be a. conspicuous place on the
land or p~rcmises is not sufficient. Any
small boy might come along 20 minutes
aftenvards and tear down the notice, but
because it has been fixed that is to he
sufficient, I therefore move an amend-
me it-

That all the words in the proviso
after "if," in line five, be deleted, and
the following words inserted in lien:-
"it is posted by registered letter to the
address given in the certificate of title
of the registered owner not less than
14 days before beginning the work."1

I think this is only fight and fair, and
feel sure that the Premier will fall in
wsth my views.

The PREMIER : We had a provision
in the principal Act to gi~e notice to the
owner or occupier of any premises. The
proviso only applies to unoccupied 'land
or premises through the owner being out
of the State. If an owner is absent from
the State we could not possibly find him
in order to give him three days' notice.
We are not amending the principal Act
at all except for the purpose of making
a proviso that when any owner of any
land or premises is not within Western
Australia any notice under this subsec-
tion shall be deemed to have been wvell
and sufficiently given to him, if it has
been affixed or displayed on or over a
conspicuous part of such land or pre-
mises, and left so affixed or displayed for
at least three days.

Mr. Hudson: How are you to find out
that he is not in Western Australia?

The PREMIER: We must, of course,
endeavour to Aind the owner, but if he is
not in W~estern Australia and is known
to be absent we must have this proviso.
When certain wvorks are in course of
construction that arc of an urgent nature
the works ought not to he stopped and
men thrown out of employment until
such time as 'ye can travel round the
wvorld and find the owner. We cannot
commence ainy work until three days'
notice has been given. If the owner is
absent and no one is in occupation and
no agent has been left, are we to hang
up any work that has been started?7 We
do not propose to pull down premises or
put a wire through the front room or do
anything of that description. After all,
the Commissioner is under the control of
Parliament, and Parliament wvill not per-
mit him to do anything of an arbitrary
nature. It is unreasonable to ask the
Government to find the owner wherever
he may be, and ask, them to deliver this
notice.

Nit. Willmott: I am simply asking
for the minimum notice of 14 days.

The PREMIER: That might be pos-
sible in some cases, but not in others.
Three days' notice will be sufficient in
most cases. There is not likely to be any
difficulty. It is merely a matter of notify-
ing the man that we awe going to attach
a wire to his premises or do some such
work. If we cannot find the owner it
should be sufficient to post the notice.

Mr. Willmott: The proviso relieves
the Government of that responsibility.

The PREMIER: It does nothing of
the kind. It only relieves the Govern-
ment of the responsibility of finding the
owner if lie is knowvn to be outside the
State. If lie is inside the State we have
to find him, or deliver the notice to him
or the occupier. There is no desire to
avoid delivering a notice on the occupier
or owner if he is in Western Australia.
Will the hon. member consent to with-
draw his amendment for the time being
to enable me to move an amendment
which wvill come earlier in the clause than
his?
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Air, Willmott: I agree.
The PREMIER: I move an amend-

mert-
That after the word "any," in the

first line of the provriso, the word "un-
occupied" be inserted.
Hon. J. D. Connolly: Why not strike

out "Premises" altogether?9
The PREMIER: They might be occu-

pied.
Hon. J. D. Connolly: There will be

no objection in respect to vacant land.
Amendment passed.

Mr. WIT2IMOTT again moved his
amendment.

Mr. ROBINSON: I support the
amendment of the member for Nelson.
The object of the clause is to provide
that, in case the owner or occupier is
out of the State and cannot be found,
notice may be posted on the land or pre-
mises. But a man may leave the State
temnporarily, his land in the meantime
being uinoccupiedl. If a notice were
posted to him, it would reach his agent,
or perhaps his family, whereas a notice
merely affixed on land or premises may
not be observed, with the result, pos-
sibly, that the proposed work might be
done without the owner's knowing any-
thing of it. Therefore, the notice should
be posted to the owner as well a.s placed
on the land or premises. Departmental
officers sometimes make blunders, and
oneL object of giving notice is to enable
the owner to make representations, if
necessary, to the departmental head.
The proposal of the member for Nelson
is fair and reasonable, and I should
have expected in the ordinary way to
find it embodied in the Premier's Bill.

The PREMIER : The amendment
would not attain the object desired, be-
cause the only case in which the proviso
applies is that of an owner who is outside
Western Australia. What is the use of
giving 14 days' notice to a man in
America, say!

NLr. Robinson: The notice would he
given to his agent.

The PREMIER: The agent is the
,owner.. to all intents and purposes.

Mr. Robinson: No. That is in sub-
stitution.

The PREM1IER: The amendment will
riot operate as desired. The principal
Act contains a provision that three
days' notice must he given to the owner
if hie is in the State.

HoL Ji. j.D. CONNOLLY: The whole
difficulty could be overcome if the Pre-
mier would consent to the striking out
of the word "Premises."

The Premier: I will niot do anything
of the sort.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: It is un-
reasonable that a notice should be
posted on vacant premises. Serious
damage might be done, without any pos-
sibility of redress for the owner. Some
notice should be given to the owner or
his agent. In the case of an absent
owner there might be difficulty, but that
would apply only as regards vacant land.
Where there are premises, there would
always be an agent. However, the
amendment of the member for Nelson
would not overcome the difficulty. The
address on a certificate of title might niot
he the address of the owner at all. The
owner of Perth land, for instance, may
he domiciled in Wyndham. Protection
is more necessary to the owner when he
irs out of the State than when he is in it.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: I do not
think that under any circumstances 14
days' notice will help an owner who is
out of the State.

Mr. Robinson: His agent will get the
notice, or his people will.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: If the
absent owner has an agent in this State,
the agent will get the notice, or the
owner's office will. But an address ob-
tained from a certificate of title would
frequently be useless. If the owner of
land here removed to Victoria, for ex-
ample, he would not have the alteration
of his address endorsed on his certifi-
cate of title. Of course, a public work
should niot be hampered in order that
the whereabouts of a man who is absent
from the State may he discovered. If
the mail is in the State, then, as the Pre-
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trier said, the Government have to find
out his address.

Air. ALLEN: We are imagining diffi-
culties which are not likely to arise. No
one who has a property of value will go
out of lthe State leaving himself unre-
presented, or unprotected by an agent.
To forward a notice to the address on a
certificate of title would frequently icnad
to the notice never reaching the owner.
Land might be sold on terms, and the
purchaser would not be registered until
the purchase was completed. Thus the
notice would go to the original owner,
who would simply put it in the waste-
paper basket as of no interest to him.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause as previously amended, put an']

passed.
Clause 6-agreed to.
Clause 6-Effect of ameiidments:
Mr. CARPENTER: This clause makes

parts of this Bill retrospective. There is
always a certain amount of risk in in-
serting such a clause, but I suppose the
Premier has some reason for asking us
to pass it. It may be that lie desires to
validate something that has been done
since the original Act was passed.

'Phe PREMIER: We have put down a
ring main around Perth from which the
local authorities and the Government will
take a supply of current in bulk, and in
doing that we had in some cases to pass
through unoccupied premises. In other
directions work has been performed
wvhere the owner has been absent front
the State and we have not been able to
give notice. TPhat is why we had to make
the clause retrospective; it was to legalise
these actions.

Clause put and passed.
New clause:
Hon. J. fl. CONNOLLY: I move-

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 4:-Section Vof the principal
Act is amended by adding to Subsection
2 thereof a paragraph as fo flows:-"If
an agreement is not arrived at between
the Commissioner and the local author-
ity upon any of the following matters;
namely, the placing of electric lines
over, under, or through any land, or
the route to be traversed by any else-

tic inc through or across any thor-
oughfare or other public place, or the
plans of buildings to be constructed
within the district of such local author-
ity, any such matter in difference shall
be referred by the Commissioner to the
Minister as sole arbitrator and the de-
cision of such Minister shall be binding
on the parties and final."
New clause-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-BREAD ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Committee adopted.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
The PREMIER: I move-

That tihe House at its rising adjourn
to Tuesday, 24th August.
Question passed.

House adjourned at 8.6 p.m.

'Lcgielativc Council.
Tuesday, 24th August, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.
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